THE INDUSTRIAL DEMOCRACY OF SOCIALISM
Revolutionary Program

The Revolutionary Act

The Socialist Labor Party has a twofold program for
building a socialist society. What follows is a brief summary of its main points.

The revolutionary ballot will establish
the right of the people to establish socialist society.
The Socialist Industrial Union will create the power to back up that right.

POLITICAL ACTION
To establish socialism, political unity under the banner of
a mass political party of labor is needed. The role of the
party is to educate workers to the need to abolish capitalism, to agitate for the formation of classconscious industrial unions, and to express the revolutionary mandate of
the working class at the ballot box. The party must also
aim to capture and dismantle the political state—the present territorial form of government—and thus pave the
way for a new form of government, a participatory democracy based on industry.

ECONOMIC ACTION
To establish socialism, workers must unite as a class, by organizing new unions. These democratic, rank-and-file-controlled unions, built along the lines of industry, would not
only fight day-to-day battles for better wages and conditions.
Based on the principle that the working class is involved in a
class struggle with the employing, capitalist class, a struggle
that cannot be ended under the capitalist system, a Socialist
Industrial Union movement would be motivated by a higher
goal: replacing capitalist ownership of the industries and services with social ownership and democratic
workers’ control.
Thus, while fighting day-to-day battles,
these unions would move toward that
goal, mobilizing workers’ real strength as
the sole productive class in society by
building the greatest possible unity and
solidarity. When the majority of society is
in favor of socialism, the Socialist Industrial Union would back up the decision
made at the ballot box by taking, holding
and operating the industries and services
of the land in the social interest.

After the revolution, the administration of all production and
distribution will be the function of the democratically elected Socialist Industrial Union government.
As industry is organized for production, so will be the administration of the new socialist society:

REPRESENTATION

“Industrial unionism is the Socialist Republic in the making; and the goal
once reached, the industrial union is the Socialist Republic in operation.”
— Daniel De Leon

Cast your ballot in your shop or office for:

PLANT COUNCIL

LOCAL INDUSTRY COUNCIL

NOT A BLUEPRINT

NATIONAL INDUSTRY COUNCIL

The chart below is not a blueprint. Rather, it is intended to illustrate graphically the principle upon which socialist industrial unionism and the future socialist industrial democracy rest, using the auto industry as an example. A similar chart could be used for any
socially necessary industry or service. A chart at right depicts the flow of representation in socialist society.

ALL-INDUSTRY CONGRESS

The Socialist Industrial Union unites workers for the establishment of socialism. And it provides the governmental framework
through which to organize and administer social production for the benefit of all the people. Council members at every level of gov- Socialist industrial unionism is the only certain safeguard
ernment will be elected from industrial constituencies which coincide with the subdivisions of the integral industrial union of all the against bureaucratic usurpation. In socialist society final authoriuseful producers. This industrial self-government of the producers provides a viable means for society to operate the economy collective- ty will rest with the rank and file of useful producers.
ly and democratically, without social classes or any form of state oppression.
The useful producers will elect administrators and representatives to all levels of government, and they will have the easily and
immediately exercisable power to recall and
remove any administrator or representative who, in their judgment, fails to serve
their interests in office.
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Socialist Industrial Unions would then
become the governing bodies of socialist
society. We would have a truly democratic government in which society’s useful
producers would be in control of their
own economic security and well-being.
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All the industries and services will be represented.

The Socialist Industrial Union, in firm possession of the industries and services of the
land, will insure that all power remains in
the only safe place for power to be—with the
rank and file of society’s useful producers.
Today, in the procapitalist unions, union bureaucrats are almighty, and union members
are virtual subjects. But in the Socialist Industrial Union each individual worker will
have an effective voice as well as a vote in
everything from the operation of the workplace to the administration of society.
This will be a social organization in which
the people who do the work will have complete democratic control of their tools and
products—thus production will at long last
be for use and the benefit of all.

